
What is Media Literacy? 

Media Literacy is a 21st century approach to 
education. It provides a framework to access, 
analyze, evaluate and create messages in a variety 
of forms – from print to video to the Internet.  

 

Media literacy builds an understanding of the role 
of media in society as well as essential skills of 
inquiry and self-expression necessary for citizens of 
a democracy.  
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Purpose of Media Literacy 

• Media literacy is about helping students become 
competent, critical and literate in all media forms 
so that they control the interpretation of what 
they see or hear rather than letting the 
interpretation control them. 

 

• To become media literate is not to memorize 
facts or statistics about the media, but rather to 
learn to raise the right questions about what you 
are watching, reading or listening to. 
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Core Concepts of Media Literacy 

1. All media messages are ‘constructed.’ 

2. Media messages are constructed using a creative 
language with its own rules. 

3. Different people experience the same media 
message differently. 

4. Media have embedded values and points of view. 

5. Most media messages are constructed to gain 
profit and/or power. 
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Choose Your News 

What do I need to know? 

 

Why do I need to know it? 

 

How much do I need to know? 

 

When do I need to know it? 

 





Questions to Ask Myself 



Responding to News of Tragedy or Terrorism 



How to recognize Fake News & 
attempts to manipulate me 

Ask 

Is it divisive? 





The best first step is often 
to step back. 


