What is Media Literacy?

Media Literacy is a 21st century approach to
education. It provides a framework to access,
analyze, evaluate and create messages in a variety
of forms — from print to video to the Internet.

Media literacy builds an understanding of the role
of media in society as well as essential skills of
inquiry and self-expression necessary for citizens of

a democracy.

www.medialit.org



Purpose of Media Literacy

 Media literacy is about helping students become
competent, critical and literate in all media forms
so that they control the interpretation of what
they see or hear rather than letting the
interpretation control them.

* To become media literate is not to memorize
facts or statistics about the media, but rather to
learn to raise the right questions about what you
are watching, reading or listening to.

www.medialit.org



Core Concepts of Media Literacy

1. All media messages are ‘constructed.

2. Media messages are constructed using a creative
language with its own rules.

3. Different people experience the same media
message differently.

4. Media have embedded values and points of view.

5. Most media messages are constructed to gain
profit and/or power.

www.medialit.org



Choose Your News

What do | need to know?

Why do | need to know it?

How much do | need to know?

When do | need to know it?



How Facebook Feeds Bias & Acceptance of Fake News
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**How Fiction Becomes Fact on Social Media FAKE NEWS WORKS
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Questions to Ask Myself

How deeply have |
analyzed the policies
that are being proposed
to address these issues?

Why is it a
problem?
Who suffers /| Who might
, as aresultof / | sufferasa
Do | understand the Where do | get information?| ~this problem? / , resultofthe
history, context, related " pro-posed
Issues, current effects & \ , \ policy?
long term implications of Do | explore a What are
these issues & concerns variety of sources likely causes, .,
and perspectives? contributing  Who benefits
and related -from the
What do my i factors? current situation?
sources gain from Do | confirm the --from the
accuracy of the proposed policy?

my believing them?
Y ] evidence provided?



Responding to News of Tragedy or Terrorism

BE
AWARE

Ask “What do |

really need to
know about this?”

Early reports,
based on partial
information are
often wrong

Anything beyond
the headline?

Be aware that the
Intent of terrorists is to

Ask “Do | need to
know this now?

Ask “Is there something | can
do that is more beneficial to

my family and community than
follow this tragedy

Accurate information is usually
available in summary form weeks
after the incident in a format that is
less likely to elicit fear.

Be aware that
dramatic events

spread fear and/or ~

become famous  Be aware of
R the effects
—_— of fear on
Getting caught thinking &
up in these relationships
stories supports ~ Leannaanannn

Be aware that
sharing, tweeting,
or reposting can
contribute to fake
news & support
terrorist’s agenda

attract hoaxes &
that news,
 pictures & even
videos can be
 fake <
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How to recognize Fake News &
attempts to manipulate me

Ask
Is it divisive?
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The best first step is often
to step back.



